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Newsletter for July, 1999

New Members!

A warm welcome goes to:

David Vernooy KG5EX
107 Stacey
Georgetown, TX 78628
kg5ex@juno.com

Cecil Turquette K5YQF
12601 Oro Valley Cove
Austin, TX 78729
cecilt@onr.com

Minutes of last meeting

June 3, 1999

PRESIDING: President, Bob Helms
QUORUM: A quorum of 37 present.
CALL TO ORDER: 7:32 P. M.
WELCOME OF VISITORS:

Cecil Turquette, KSYQF
Dave Vernooy, KG4EX
Bob Wright, KS4JH

Dan Scurlock, KSMYY, is no visitor to us but hasheout for a long while. It's good to see you bBek! A warm welcome was give to all.

MINUTES: The minutes were published in the Willia@sunty Amateur Radio Club news letter and maitedlt members. Motion to accept the minutes,
second, motion carried.

TREASURER'S REPORT: Bob Redoutey is ill and we wiit have a report. Don Bonner would you please ggiplications and dues from anyone that would
like to join? Don willingly agreed.

WALBURG BIKE RACE: | would like everyone that togdart in the Walburg Bike Race to please standoli& fworked the race. They were suppose to get a
free lunch but had to pay for it and the Sponséth@race did not think that was right so they madt a check for $100. To the club. Many thankallto
those that helped in the race.

REFRESHMENTS NEXT MONTH: Thanks John for bringitng trefreshments tonight. Is there a volunteerfermhonth of July? Ok Sandy Hill, thanks very
much.

REPEATERS: Dan Scurlock Introduction -- Bob Helms

Over a year ago we formed a committee to investigatting our repeater on the County tower just Batown. It is a 500 foot tower. After much neigdibn
we were told that we go on that tower but that weilel have to furnish our own building, equipmestephone line, power, etc. They want to put up the
antenna. We were not allowed to enter their prggettalone their building. Therefore, with thaétblub chose not to pursue it further because ildvbe a
monthly outlay of money that would obviously resalta raise of dues to the members of the club.r&peater is up and functional, as of a few minatgsat
the present location. However, Dan has some newmrgtion he would like to present to us.

Dan Scurlock: | want your input so be ready to &pga don't sit there silent.

The committee has worked very hard to get on thenGotower. There is another organization that wdikle to get on the County tower and the Club doul
ride "Piggy-back" to get on the tower. This orgaiian is the Armadillo Repeater Association.

There were several questions and answers. To sum@mar
The Armadillo Association would furnish the buildirfence and all necessary equipment, phone lmeep etc. that the County Tower Committee said was
needed. If the committee allowed them to put upetitenna, it would be put up by a bonded and leémsofessional tower climber.

Discussion followed with questions and answers engiscussion.

Result: Motion to activate the Club Repeater Cortemito investigate this possibility and to incledgHF Inter-mod Study, second, motion carried.
NEW BUSINESS:

STIPEND: Tom Whiteside, Committee Chairman Tom @nésd the result of the Scholarship Committee. 8dRgion follows:

RESOLUTION
Whereas: Russell and Randy Hill, together withrtparents, have as a family, activly participatedhie WCARC for the past several years,

Have generously served in multiple club functiond a helping individual members,

Were among the first to arrive at the Jarrell tdmaite assisting in providing emergency radio camitation and comforting families,
Have attained noteworthy scholastic milestoneséir past four years of high school locally,

Have been outstanding members of the high schawrsdand,

Have recently graduated from Georgetown High Schadlplan to go to college in the fall,

In recognition of their distinguished achievemets,it Resolved that: WCARC extend encouraging catudations to Randy and Russell, and provide a one
time stipend of $250 each for use in their upconuokege expenses.
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Motion to accept this resolution, second, motiomied. This Hill family came back into the room atié resolution was read to Randy and Russell. Rand
and Russell graciously accepted the stipend. Thiépevattending Texas Tech in the Fall. A big rdwf applause was given to congratulate them bylite
members present.

CENTRAL TEXAS SCHOLARSHIP FUND -- Stu Rohre Congrattions to Randy and Russell on their applicatmthe Central Texas Scholarship Fund. "It
was some of the best applications that | have s&n"said. There were 12 applications and the etitqn was tough. We are glad to award them a
scholarship for all the years they are in college.

REFRESHMENTS:

FIELD DAY: -- Bob Helms

| sent an email on the reflector of some length.d&@ot have a planning team per se this year. M/ga@ng to be at same location we were last yRassell
Park. I think it is Picnic Area 3, but don't cownt that. Just keep to the right when you cometimégpark. The summary of the site continued. Wegaheg to
enter category 3A or higher this year.

Discussion continued about what the needs areebyatious stations to be setup at Field Day.
An Icom 756 will be there, need a generator andreter antenna.

Harvey needs to make sure that there is a 2 nedé to transmit traffic to the Austin Radio Clubearn the 100 points with messages to Ray Tayéor t
South Texas Section Manager.

Dallas, needs a generator, an air conditioned caorgaobile home for the Novice station and a towghris Hill will bring the tower for Dallas, Jotpught
will have 37 foot mobile home that is air conditmhand it is air conditioned. It needs a level placbe set up.

Kevin Roeber will set up his HF and VHF station.
Mel needs a 6 meter antenna and generator.
John Warren will furnish a radio.

Jim Bittick will bring a tower.

A lot of discussion ensued concerning when we wgoldhe park to set up the towers, etc. After sootements, it was decided that it would be besbtoe
out after 5 P. M. and bring the towers and othetipggent. Choose each site, assemble the towersobtd raise them but leave them down during tigatni
so that some child could not climb one and theln Tilen come out early Saturday morning and etextdawers and set up the stations in order to start
operations at 1:00 P. M. There was a volunteetayp & the park all night to keep an eye on ouimgant, etc.

ARES -- Harvey Henning
The Sunday night net will change this Sunday froB®P. M. to 8:00 P. M. until the end of day liglatving time.

Our next meeting will be this next Thursday, JuBe7:30 P. M. at the Central Fire Station, 203 Carua Street in Round Rock.
ARES applications and envelopes for certain ARE&brers are on the back table.

Tom Whiteside needs a back up for the Callup of@eergetown Groups since he will be out of townrdst of the month of June. Chris Hill volunteered.
Thanks Chris!

MEETING ADJOURNED: Harvey Henning, NOAJP Secretary
ARES News

Williamson County ARES met on June 10 at 7:3-0 PaMhe Central Fire Station in Round Rock. It wedl attended by AECs and others. The agenda for
the meeting is listed below:

| Registration:
Il Welcome and Recognition of Visitors------ Harvey

IIl. Projects:

Training ----- Ken

American Red Cross Packet Station-------- Dallas
Field Day Planning --- Dallas

ARES Web Page -- Dallas

Grid Map for Williamson Co. -- Harvey

IV. Other Items:

V. Announcements:
DRILL -- The Corpus Christi Weather Station will benducting a Hurricane Drill or Exercise on Juesfarting at 9:00 A. M. local or 1400 UTC time.yRa
Taylor, South Texas Section Manager has urgedREE& members to participate if possible. FREQUENT285 khz. Adjourn

TRAINING: Ken Mitchell, KD2KW, Training Assistant €.
The basis of our training is the Williamson CouARES Emergency Communications Plan. All AECs hawéemved the plan with reference to each
particular function that affects each of their AfpBs.

Primary Concerns: Two concerns are paramount sisthge of development of the Williamson County SRthey are: 1. Operations and Traffic Handling.
With these two areas in mind, different AECs hageead to work up training presentations to be prieseon the Sunday evening Nets in the near future.

Williamson County Grid Map Presented:

Harvey passed out a grid map that he found inHigys which he received from Pete, previous E@lrétady has the grids marked on the map and ivésya
convenient size to use while being a net contraihduan official WC ARES activation. Of coursealso has the names of all the county roads on #® m
The group present adopted the use of the map.
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Maps Available:
If you have need for one of these maps, be suseddHarvey at one of the WCARC or WCARES meetings.

WC ARES CAPABILITY SURVEY:

Ken discussed the need to know what skills the neesnbf WC ARES have in order to better know howttacture the Training Program. Ken asked Harvey
to develop the survey and provide for its distribatvia email to our various ARES members. Harvgread to do so soon. (It has already been develaped
forwarded to Ken for revision as of June 14, 1999 )

RESPONSE OF WC ARES:
Sandy Hill mentioned the need to have some vesate during actual deployment to the scene dunmgraergency response. Harvey supported this subject
We need to find a source to purchase these veatsa@yone furnish us with this source?

FIELD DAY:
Dallas is working on setting up a NOVICE statiorfield day along with a WC ARES PROMOTION with WCER applications, brochures, copies of the
Emergency Plan and other ARRL materials.

Harvey is also planning to pass formal traffic éoreas many points as possible for Field Day witbrdination with the Austin/Travis County ARES el
Day Traffic Coordinator.

Best 73s, Harvey, WRES EC
Public Service

"Get Ready to Flex Your Communication Muscles!"tLslsly, members of WCARC came out to Walburg to supliolet Crown Sports Association in their
efforts to put on a major bike race. On that magrohMay 8th, WCARC members went out to their goss to ensure a safe, smooth, and fun time footabo
200 racers. Did we do a good job?

Well, at our table at the Walburg Mercantile durthg ending ceremony, one race organizer walkinghHoyted "Radio Club rules!". We'll take that amy'd
But perhaps the best endorsement of our memberisapmes now from the fact that they want us tlagy@n for another event!

The next event is to be held from 7:30 to noorhm®ranger Lake Area on Saturday, August 7th, gathaon Sunday, August 8th. This event is callédree
trial' and will attract, according to organizer Gidall, about 300 riders from all over! Hall estitesia need of at least six volunteers for this evEnin the
Walburg race, the need for hams to provide racarorgrs with "situational awareness" as the raogrpsses.

We'll never forget Russ, KK5E radioing in when maceom group #2 were ‘led astray' off the cours# py any of us!) and had to be talked back insWa
Oklahoma now on the course?! Monitors also tratckedocation of packs so that course marshalldhagourse could notify oncoming vehicular traffic o
what was ahead.

Then there were the times when individual raceeslad assistance, be it from breakdowns to injury.

Walburg was indeed an exciting event that not ashisted a community event, but provided for usshamaluable laboratory for testing our communaai
skills and team working abilities.

Can you help? If you do, you're sure to have atdgnee. | had fun working the Walburg race and gosee old friends and meet some new ones thgukad
joined the club. Hope some of that crew returng had a blast! And if you didn't get to come to k&g, sign up! We'll have fun - and we all get free
T-Shirts!

For sign up, email me, Mike Evans, at kd5aad@repeag And the web site describing this eventis at
http://www.violetcrown.org/x_events/STTC99FL.shtml

Thanks and 73, MikeaRs KD5AAD
President's Column

The spring hamfests, Field Day and half of sumnasehall come and gone. Although | love the busymsentime with all its activities, | find it hard fi
them all in the available time.

A small mystery recently solved itself. Many momgsrand afternoons | listened to the club repeaterd®.64 being constantly keyed. A couple of tifnes
suspected equipment malfunction but usually there actually a carrier on the repeater input frequefs | listened more, | discovered it was obvigus
mobile station with a stuck microphone button ansimilar defect. The person's habit includedily dammute from Williamson County into Austin and
back with their driving times similar to mine. Whtre signal was strong, | sometimes heard a breadadio or conversation in the car but | didntiognize
the voice nor could | find the vehicle.

Finally a few days ago, | was again listening t tépeater input with a 15 element beam at 80afken the offending vehicle occupant made a celjpiteme
call! I had to grin, ear-to-ear, as | heard a spanake arrangements to meet at a local restawaatfémily meal. | met them there and explainedighove
situation. They assured me the radio would be regaind | promised to hide their identity.

Their emotions ranged from surprise, to almostelish to embarrassment and concern as they caesid®w many people may have been listening to them
as they drove.

PLEASE, be careful where you store your mobile optione. Consider if the push-to-talk button mighdepressed and the "excitement” you might create a
you broadcast your personal, private commentseadoital amateur population.

I met with Dan Scurlock, KSMYY briefly concerningshproposal that WCARC partner with the Armadikgpeater linking group in sharing the use of the
county tower near Georgetown. He sensed the comdaeveral club members during and after his psapat our last meeting and has chosen to withdraw
the idea. | felt the initiative was not well receilvand am relieved that it isn't being pursuedh&rtShould our club wish to obtain financial atteical
assistance from the Armadillo group in exchangeduaer access rights in the future, the option imapvailable.

Field Day planning this year was very informallas tlub expressed a desire to return to the "ffi@"'less competitive and more spontaneous evetiadDa
Mellichamp, KD4HNX organized and equipped the NeYiechnician station quite well. Although very dtam operators and left to log with pencil & paper,
they completed several hundred contacts. A 40fetpvotor, triband beam and a full-wavelength 168anhorizontal wire loop were used. Operation hega
under a picnic pavilion but moved into an air caiadied trailer.
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Thanks to Bill Sepulveda, Dave Hassel and othexs seh up and operated a battery powered CW stasiony low-power (QRP). Over 300 contacts were
made using a multi-band trap vertical and a full:elangth 40 meter horizontal wire loop. A solar @laarray kept the deep cycle battery fully charged
throughout the 24 hours operation of the 4 wattdcaiver and accessories. The operators remairtet arpicnic pavilion but did have a generatorféors,
lighting and a few hours sleep in an air conditibient trailer.

Congratulations to Mel Cruts, KF60Z who suppliedn&talled a tilt-over, crank-up tower on a trailarlog-periodic HF beam, 2 meter vertical collinear
antenna were installed with an antenna rotatothfisrHF SSB station. | haven't heard an exact nurbgthis station made between 500 and 1000 ctsmtac
Jerry Burran, NSCNG provided a camper trailer taseothe station with it's rented generator.

Thanks to Watt Gee, NSNF who provided an air caod@&d motor home and transceiver for the use ofdtlies in the club. A triband beam with a 40 meter
add-on kit and 80 meter dipole was supported od fodt tower for this station. Although this statiovas installed for the use of the ladies, it pcbagopular
hang-out as it was the only air conditioned spotlie first afternoon. Several hundred voice castaere made.

The club picnic at the Field Day site on Saturdag & great success. Thanks to Jim & Michelle Bittzir self-proclaimed 'club cooks', for all thedhavork
in purchasing, preparing and serving a fine meahpreciate the variety of side dishes and desertsnembers provided to complete the meal.

| reflect over Field Day with mixed emotions. It sveun but it is difficult to motivate and involveepple when strong competition isn't involved. Alilgb the
amount of antennas and equipment used at the agidess, due to lack of participation - | feelieexitas | did last year! The solar flux was ne&d Rgery
high) but the 10 and 15 meter bands were poora@uegettied geomagnetic conditions. Thanks tdall participated. | did see some newcomers getting
involved in both the work as well as the operatigg value and appreciate your input. | take prige bur club attracts visitors who then join in aativities.
The friendly, open atmosphere and lack of cliquékimour group continues to attract new membek&EASE continue to make visitors and newcomers
welcome to visit, join and PARTICIPATE with us ifi aur activities.

Bob Helms, AF5Z Presitt WCARC
Editor's Waste Basket

I'm sorry | had to miss Field Day this year, anpegsally Jim and Michele's cooking! Since turnirigif March of this year my old body has been crfiorg
an overhaul or something. Good newsletter this hidrtanks for making my job easy!

73Ed.



